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Four adventive synanthropic plant species of Holarctic origin 
are recorded for the first time from southern Africa. These are 
Conyza albida Sprengel, Stellaria pal/ida (Dumort.) Pire, 
Sagina apetala Ard. and Sagina maritima G. Don fil. They 
occupy human disturbed habitats such as road sides and 
cracks in pavements in urban areas. 
Vier adventiewe sinantropiese plantspesies van holarktiese 
oorsprong is vir die eerste keer in Suidelike Afrika aange-
teken. Die plante [Conyza albida Sprengel, Stel/aria pal/ida 
(Dumort.) Pire, Sagina ape tala Ard. en Sagina maritima G. 
Don fil.] kom in mens-versteurde habitatte langs paaie en in 
krake in plaveisel in stedelike gebiede voor. 
Keywords: Adventive, Asteraceae, Caryophyllaceae, 
southern Africa, synanthropic 
The rich indigenous flora of sothern Africa draws the 
attention of most botanists. However , foreign plants that 
invade synanthropic habitats are sometimes overlooked. 
The following is a list of a few such adventive species, 
not mentioned by Gibbs-Russell et at. (1987) , that I 
found during a visit to South Africa in July-August 
1989. 
Conyza aibida Sprengel. Three adventive species of 
Conyza, found throughout many European and Mediter-
ranean countries are C. bonariensis (L.) Cronquist , C. 
canadensis (L.) Cronquist, and C. aibida Sprengel 
(Guedes & lovet 1975; Danin 1976a , b, 1981a, b; Danin 
et ai. 1982) . Of these C. aibida is not recorded by Gibbs 
Russell et ai. (1987). This species has a set of morpholog-
ical characters somewhat intermediate between those of 
C. bonariensis and C. canadensis (Table 1). In the 
following South African herbaria (BLFU, BOL, RUH , 
PEU), specimens of this species were mislabelled as C. 
bonariensis or C. canadensis. It is a very common species 
that grows in vast areas along roadsides in Transvaal , 
Orange Free State , eastern Cape , southern and western 
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Table 1 Diagnostic characters of three Conyza species 
Character C. albida 
Height to 200(- 300) cm 
Lower leaves lanceolate to 
oblong-ovate 
Indumentum of long and short hairs 
stems and leaves 
Flowers tubular 
Receptacle alveolate 
Cape . The first record (1896 , from the Cape Peninsula) 
indicates an early introduction of the plant to South 
Africa. 
Selected specimens (in a north-south sequence) : 
S. Rhodesia (Zimbabwe): Salisbury, University site , 
26 .9.1957 , Seagrief 12814 (RUH) ; Odzani River Valley , 
Manica District, Umtali Div. 1914, Teague 172 (BOL) . 
Namibia: Windhoek, 9.8.1989, Danin (HUJ). 
Transvaal : Naboomspruit, 5.4.1977, L. Scott (BLFU) ; Near 
Potchefstroom, 18.5.1974 (BLFU); 10 km north of Hazyview , 
23.8.1989, Danin (HUJ). 
Mozambique: Inhaca Island, 30.1.1958, Noel ]0863 (RUH). 
Orange Free State: 45 km SE of Kimberly , near Modder 
River , 25.7.1969, Danin (BLFU). 
Eastern Cape: Ntosana Forest , Hogsback, 28.4.1958, Noel 
(RHU); White River district , 4.1.1965 , Cebbie ] 7048; 
Mansdorf Division , Witte Els Bosch , 3.1931, Fourcade 4567 
(BOL) . 
Cape Peninsula: Above Klein Constantia , 15.3.1896 (BOL); 
Cape Town , Rondebosch , University Campus , 2.8.1989, 
Danin (HUJ, BOL); Cape Point , 6.8.1989 , Danin (HUJ , 
BOL). 
This species might have been labelled in a few herbaria 
as C. sumatrensis (Retz .) E .H . Walker which is a 
synonym of C. albida (Guedes & Jovet 1975) . 
Stellaria pallida (Dumort.) Pi re. Of the two closely 
related species, Stella ria media (L.) ViII. and S. pallida 
(Dumort.) Pire, only the former is listed in Gibbs-
Russell et al. (1987). It seems that , as in other countries , 
botanists were not aware of the clear differences 
between the two taxa and have listed only S. media. S. 
pallida has minute petals , shorter than the sepals; it has 
2-3 anthers and is mostly restricted to habitats disturbed 
by man, such as gardens, nurseries and cracks among 
pavements . Although only a few specimens are quoted 
here the species is likely to be rather common through-
out South Africa . S. media is found in slightly disturbed 
habitat, and has 5-10 stamens and prominent petals. 
Selected specimens: 
Namibia: Swakopmund, 13.8.1989, Danin (HUJ). 
Eastern Cape: Port Elizabeth, at the University Campus 
29 .7 .1989 , Danin (HUJ, PEU). 
Southern Cape: George, Saasveld , Forestry Research Station, 
30.7 .1989 , Danin (HUJ, BOL) . 
Cape Peninsula : Cape Town beach , Green Point, 3.8.1989, 
Danin (HUJ, BOL); Kirstenbosch, 7.8.1989, Danin (HUJ, 
BOL). 
Sagina apetala Ard . This minute synanthropic plant is 
C. bonariensis C. canadien sis 
to 60(- 100) cm to 300 cm 
linear-Ianceolate linear-Ianceolate 
long and short hairs glabrescent with 
a few long hairs 
tubular ligulate and tubular 
muricate muricate 
confined to cracks in pavement blocks and nurseries and 
withstands human trampling. It has tetramerous flowers , 
mostly with poorly developed corolla . It grows in natural 
spontaneous habitats in Mediterranen countries as a 
component of annual grasslands (Feinbrun-Dothan & 
Danin 1990) . Although I collected it only from the Cape 
Peninsula it is likely to be fairly common in urban areas 
throughout South Africa. 
Selected specimens: 
Cape Peninsula: Cape Town, Rondebosch , University 
Campus , 2.8 .1989, Danin (HUJ, BOL) ; Kirstenbosch , 
7.8.1989 , Danin (HUJ, BOL). 
Sagina maritima G. Don fil. This species grows some 
20-40 m from the beach in habitats similar to those of 
the species growing inland (Sagina apetala). Unlike the 
latter it has no bristle at the leaf tip. 
Selected specimen: 
Cape Peninsula: Cape Town, beach , Green Point , 3.8.1989, 
Danin (HUJ , BOL) . 
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